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Chicago Police Departrment General Order G03-02-07
ﬁ BATON USE INCIDENTS

I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I .I.I.I.I.I.I .I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.-

ISSUE DATE:

28 February 2020 | EFFECTIVE DATE: | 2% February 2020

RESCINDS:

INDEX CATEGORY:

Field Operations

L PURPOSE

This directive:

A

B.

outlines the policy governing the field use of batons, which includes the use of expandable batons,
wooden batons, and improvised impact weapons.

satisfies CALEA Law Enforcement Standard Chapler 4.

POLICY

A

Sanctity of Human Life. All incidents will be resohed with the foremost regard for the preservation of
human life and the safety of all persons involved. A members decision to ulilize a baton will be made
in accordance with the Depariment directive titled "Use of Force "

De-Escalation. Members will use de-escalation technigues to prevent or reduce the need for force
when it is safe and feasible to do so based on the totality of the circumstances. This includes
continually assessing the situation and modifying the use of force as circumstances change and in
ways that are consistent with officer safety in accordance with the Department directive titled "Force
Options."

When Use is Authorized. Department members' use of a baton must be objectively reasonable,
necessary, and proportional o the threat, actions, and level of resistance offered by the subject under
the totality of the circumnstances. Consistent with the Department directive titlted "Force Options,”
Department members are authorized to use a baton as a force option for the following subjects:

Batons are authorized foree options against an assailant as an impact weapon,

2 Batons are aulhorized force oplions against passive and active resisters only as a conltral
instrument placed mainly on the sensors of the skin covering bone or applied to joints and
prassure sensitive areas of the body with non-impact pressure.

Restrictions. Although batons are considered less-lethal weapons, they can cause Serious injury or
death. For the safely of everyone invalved, the following additional restrictions apply:

1. Head and Neck Strikes. Members will not use batons to intentionally strike a subject in the
head or neck except when deadly force is justified.

2 Persons Vulnerable to Injury from Batons. Batons will not be used as an impact weapan
on a subject who is at greater risk of serious injury or death from baton use, unless the
subject is defined as an assailant and other force options are not readily available or would
olherwise be ineffective. People who are al a greater risk of serious injury or death from
baton use include, but are not limited 1o, children, pregnant women, and the eldery.

3. Improvised Impact Weapon. For the purpose of this directive, the use of an improvised
impact weapon (e.g., flashlights, radios, firearms as an impact weapon, and any other blunt
object that can be used as an impact weapon) will be considersd a baton use incident.
Department members will avoid the use of improvised impact weapons unless reasonably
necessary and no ather practical oplions are available.

G03-02-07 Baton Use Incidents Curent as of 08 July 2020:1200 hre
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E. Justify Separate Uses of Force. When a member's baton use is a reportable use of force, the initial
use of a baton and each subsequent use of a baton must be individually justified and documented on
the Tactical Response Report (TRR) as a separate use of force.

F. Department members will refer to the Department directive tiled "Control Devices and
Instruments” for specific procedures on baton profocols including training, assignment, manner of
carry, and accountability.

1. CONDITIONS OM THE FIELD USE OF A BATOMN
A Authorized Manner of Use. When it is safe and feasible to do so, a member who is utilizing a baton

will:

1. give verbal commands and wamings prior to, during, and after use, including informing other
Department members on the scene of the use.

2. allow a subject a reasonable amount of time to comply wilh a waming prior o using or

conlinuing the use of a baton, unless doing S0 would compromisa the safety of an afficer of
another person.

a for use as an impact weapon, target the center mass of large muscle groups to establish
cantrol by means of applying mechanical impact to a subject o disable elements of his or her
musculoskeletal structure, including the attacking delivery systerm.

4. when possible, avoid intentionally siriking a subject in the kidneye, spine, or genitalia.

B. Requesting Supervisor. A5 soon as practical, a member who has used or anticipates use of a baton
as an impact weapon of when an injury has occurred during the use of a balon will request a
supervisor respond o the scene.

V. POST-USE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR REPORTABLE USES OF FORCE

A Utilizing Member. When a members baton use is a reportable use of force, immediately upon
gaining control and restraining the subject, the wtilizing member will:

1. natify the Office of Emergency Management and Communications (OEMC).

NOTE: If a member's reportable use of a baton occurs outside the City of Chicago,
the member will also nolify the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction
and the Chicago Police Department's Crime Prevention and Information
Center (CPIC).

2. request the appropriate medical aid, including contacting emengency medical sarvices (EMS)
from the Chicago Fire Department, if the subject appears to be in a physical distress or
complains of injury, or when the subject sustained a strike to the head or neck from a baton.

a. complete a Tactical Response Report (TRR) (CPD-11.377) for the baton use consistent with
the proecedures ouflined in the Deparment directive lithed "Incidents Requiring the
Completion of a Tactical Response Report ™

4. complete the appropriate case report and other required reports and subrmit the reports to the
immediate supervisor for review and approval.

B. Office of Emergency Management and Communications (OEMC). OEMC will immediately notify
the:

1. invalved member(s) immediale supervisor.

2. field supervisor and the watch operations lieutenant from the district of occurrence.

303-02-07 Baton Use Incidents Cuarent a5 of 08 July H03:0:1200 hrs
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Policy 1111

Subject

BATONS

Dale Publizhed Fage

24 November 2019 1o0f8

By Order of the Police Commissioner

EOLICY
The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for proper use of Batons.

While members must at all times comply with the minimum lagal requirements governing the use
of force, they must also comply with aven stricter standards set forth by Department policy (See
Policy 1115, Use of Force).

CORE PRINCIPLES

1. Use of Force: Batons. |ssued and authorized Batons can be an effective tool for crowd control,
escort, and compliance when used propery and in the proper drocumstances. As more fully set
forth in this policy and in Policy 1115, Use of Force, the authorized use of Batons is restricted.

2. Sanctity of Human Life. Members shall make every effort to preserve human life in all situations.

3. Value and Worth of All Persons. All human beings have equal value and worth and members
shall respect and uphold the value and dignity of all persons at all times.

4, Peaceful Reseclutions. Members shall avoid the Use of Force unless it is not possible to do so.

5. De-Escalation. Members shall use De-Escalation Techniques and tactics to reduce any threat or
gain compliance to lawful commands without the Use of Force or with the lowest level of force
possible (See Policy 1107, De-Escalation).

6. Avoiding Escalation. Members shall not do or say anything that escalates an encounter unless
necessary to achieve a lawful purpose.

7. Assessment. Members shall continuously assess each situation and change the member's
response as the circumstances change. Members may be justified in using force in one instance,
but not justified in using force an instant later. This duty to assess includes the continuous
assessment of circumstances before and after the member uses force.

8. Use of Force: Reasonable, Necessary, and Proportional. Members shall use only the force
Reasonable, Necessary, and Proportional to respond to the threat or resistance to effectively and
safely resolve an incident, and will immediately reduce the level of force as the threat or resistance
diminishes.

9. Reporting Use of Force. Each member who uses force, or observes another member or
members use force, shall immediately notify their supervisor, and will accurately and completely
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Passive Resistance — Passive Resistance is when a non-assauliive person fails to comply with
the member's commands without attempting to flee. Passive Resistance may include, but not be
limited to, going limp, standing stationary and not maoving based upon lawful direction, andfor
verbally signaling an intention to avoid or prevent being taken into custody.

Temporary Pain — Any pain or complaint of pain that is bref, does not result in injury, and is delivered
as a means fo gain compliance. Temporary Pain may result from application of, but is not limited to,
elbow grips, wrist grips, shoulder grips, pressure point techniques, and/or forcible takedowns.

Totality of Circumstances — The Totality of Circumstances consists of all facts and circumstances
surrounding amy event. The facts and circumstances may include but are not imited to:

Whether an offense has occurmred;

The nature of the offense;

The serivusness of the offense;

The size and strength of the person;

The number of persons;

The availability of weapaons;

Whether the person is exhibiting signs of mental iliness or is experiencing a behavioral healfth
Crisis;

Whether a person suffers from a medical or behavioral health disability, physical or hearing
impairment, is impaired by alcohol or drug use, or may be non-compliant dus to a language
harrier;

Other force options;

Availability of non-force options, including tactical repositioning, going to cover or other De-
Escalation technigues;

Environmental factors;

Awailability of back up and specialized units.

GEMERAL

1.

Department-issued Batons are an effective tool for strikes, jabs, holds, and blocks, however their
use is subject to the Totality of the Circumstances and proper fraining.

Prior to being approved to camy a BPD-authorized Baton, all members will receive training from
a cerified weapons instructor at the Education and Training Section (E&T). Members who
demonstirate proficiency in the use of BPD-authorized Batons shall be approved to camy Batons.

DIRECTIVES

Permitted Use

1

Any use of force must be precedad by an analysis, to the greatest extent possible, applying the
principles of the sanctity of ife, critical thinking and decision-making, and de-escalation. These
principles must be an ever-present priority as a member is making the serious decision of whether
touse any type of force, and particulary Deadly Force/Lethal Force. Any strike or jab with a Baton
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or Improvised Impact Weapon qualifies as a use of force, and may only be used when reasonable,
necessary, and proportional.

The Baton may be used as a guidance and escort tool, a blocking device, or to sirike a person.

A member who uses a Baton or IIW to deliver strikes shall strike only the arms or legs and shall
avoid striking the head, neck, stemum, spine, groin, or kidneys. Strikes to the torso, in areas other
than the sternum, spine, groin, or kidneys, are permitted but disfavored due to the increased risk
of serious physical injury. Strikes to the head, neck, stemum, spine, groin, or Kidneys are Deadly
ForcelLethal Force.

Sirkes, jabs, or blocks from a Baton or IIW constiiuie uses of force. Therefore, members shall
only use a Baton or IIW to strike, jab, or block when it is reasonable, necessary, and proportional
to effectively and safely resolve an incident, based on the Totality of Circumstances, and in
accordance with the department's use of force policy (See Policy 1115, Use of Forcs).

When safety permits, members shall provide a waming and allow a reasonable amount of time
for the person to comply with the waming, prior to striking the person with a Baton or 11IW.

Members shall use the Baton or IIW only in accordance with policy and department training for
example, blocking, jabhbing, to apply control holds, passive/active escort techniques.

6.1.  Members may use a Baton to guide, escort, or control persons exhibiting Passive
Resistance as long as the Baton is not used to deliver sirikes or jabs.

6.2, Members may use a Baton or IIW to jab, block, or strike in response to Active Aggression
or Aggravated Aggression.

Any member who uses a Baton or IIW to strike a person must be able to articulate the facts and
circumstances that justified each Baton or [IW strike on the person.

Prohibited Use

1.

A member who is not trained and cumrently cerified to camy an Expandable Baton, Espantoon, or
Crowd Control Straight Baton shall not carry or deploy such weapons.

Members shall never use a Baton or [IW to sirike a person who is compliant or who is exhibiting
Passive Resistance or Active Resistance.

Members shall not use a Baton or IIW to sfrike persons in the head, neck, stermum, spine, groin,
ar Kidneys unless Deadly Forcs/lethal Force is justified. Sirikes to the torso are permitted but
disfavored because of the risk of striking a prohibited area (e.g., the stemum, spine, or Kidneys).

Except where Deadly ForcefLethal Force is justified, the member shall not use a Baton or IV to
sfrike a person if:

4.1. The person is obviously pregnant.
42 The person is apparently elderty.
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8.300-POL-9 Use of Force - Blast Balls

This policy applies to the use of blast balls for crowd control.

1. Only Officers Who Have Completed Department Blast Ball Training are
Permitted to Deploy Blast Balls

2. Officers Will Only Use Department-Issued Blast Balls

3. Officers May Use Blast Balls Only When Such Force is Objectively Reasonable,
Necessary, and Proportional to Protect Against a Specific Inminent Threat of
Harm to Officers or Identifiable Others or to Respond to Specific Acts of Violence
or Destruction of Property

4. When Feasible, Officers Will Direct Blast Balls Toward an Open Space Near the
Person(s) Engaged in the Threats of Harm or Acts of Violence or Property
Destruction

Officers will avoid directing blast balls towards persons who are not posing a risk to
public safety or property.

Absent a threat of serious imminent physical harm, officers will avoid deploying a blast
ball in a manner that would have significant likelihood of striking a person directly.

Officers Will Not Deploy Blast Balls Until a Warning Has Been Issued to the
Crowd, the Crowd Has Been Given a Reasonable Amount of Time to Comply, and
a Supervisor Has Authorized the Deployment

Exception: Officers may make individual decisions to deploy blast balls if reasonable
and necessary to address an imminent risk of harm to a person or significant
property damage.

In the case of a dispersal order, the requirement to give a verbal warning is considered
satisfied by the issuance of the dispersal order.

The preferred method of blast ball deployment is low deployment (“bowling style”).
Officers may use a high deployment (“overhand throw”) when the need for a farther
deployment or the need to get around an obstruction outweighs the risk created by the
separating sub-munition. Officers must document their deployment method and the
reasoning for using such in their use-of-force report. Such deployments will be highly
scrutinized.

5. Officers Must Justify Each Separate Blast Ball Deployment

After the initial blast ball deployment, each subsequent deployment must be
reasonable, and the employee will re-evaluate the situation accordingly.
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5.

Strikes directed to the Middle Zone may result in minimal levels of trawma but
the increased presence of mternal organs may increase the potential for more
SEr1ons Muy.

6. Baton/ESB strikes directed to the High Zone have a high potential of resulting

trauma and injury.

a. The injuy may tend to be permanent rather than temporary and may
mclude serious bodily injury or death.

b. Because of the likelihood of unnecessary and'or nnreasonable inpury,
this area is not considered a baton/ESB strike zone.

C. APPEROFFIATE BATON/ESE STEIKE ZONES

1.

]

Both the Low and Middle Zomes confain acceptable and appropriate
baton/ESB strike areas.

Specific areas in the Low Zone include:
a. lower abdomen
b. upper leg
c. lower leg.
Specific areas in the Middle Zone include:
d. Upper arm
b. lower arm
c. chest

d. upper abdomen.

D. INAPPROFFIATE BATON/ESB STRIKE AFEAS

1.

[

There are specific areas of the body which are inappropriate for baton/ESB
stribes and should not be targeted. Some of these areas are located in the Low
and Middle Zone. There are no baton/ESB strike areas in the High Fone.

Tustification for strikes within these areas and the subsequent use of snch force
shall include, but not be limited to, what reasonably appears to be the
circumstances kmown or perceived by the officer at the time he/she nses such
force.

BATON MANUAL
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a. Inthe Low Zone, the grom i3 not a baton/ESB strike area.

1} A baton/ESB strike to the groin can canse permanent severe
tranma and injury, or possibly death.

2} A baton/ESB strike to the groin can be meffective.

b. In the Middle Zone, the spinal columm, kdneys, and heart are not
baton/ESE strilce areas.

1} A baton/ESB strike to the spinal colenm can result in injury
to vertebrae or the spinal cord, cansing paralysis or death

2} A batonESE stnke to the kudney area can cavse renal
tranma, resplting in serious permanent mjury or possibly
death.

3} A batonESB strike to the heart can canse heart trauma
resulting in serious injury or possibly death.

c. There are no batonESE strike areas located in the High Fone.

1} The head 15 not a baton/ESB strike area for a oumber of

TEAS0OMS.

a) A blow to the head may canse the assailant’s nervous
system to become numb, resulting in non-effective pain
compliance efforts.

b) A strikee to the head may result in severe injury or death,
causing more travma or iy than infended.

c) The assailant can easily defend against a head strike by
simply raising his'her arms to ward off the blow. This
alzo places the batonESE within easy reach of the
assailant and exposes the officer to being disarmed.

d) Because there are many blood vessels in the head
region, a non-life threatening strike may cavse profuse
bleeding. The public and media may view this mjury as
excessive force and brotality.

2} The neck is not a baton/ESB strike area for a oumber of
12AS0ns.

BATON MANTAL
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Chapter 15

Procedure and Guidance Regarding Deployment and Use of
RCV9000 Vehicle Mounted Water Cannon

Introduction

151

15.2

15.3

15.4

15.5

15.4

158.7

PE &/21

The RCV9000 water cannon vehicle consists of a heavy duty permanent six

wheel drive chassis on which is mounted a superstructure consisting of a pump
compartment, a water tank and a crew cabin that offers ballistic protection to the
same level as other Service armoured vehicles.

Each vehicle has two water cannons mounted on the roof of the cab, which are
controlled by the Cannon Operators by means of an electronic joystick control.
The Crew Commander controls the overall water pressure.

Video cameras mounted on each cannon provide the Cannon Operators with
avisual indication of where their respective cannons are positioned prior to
opening the cannons. Within the cab there is a comprehensive set of controls and
recording eguiprment to record data from sensors monitoring water pressure, date
and time of use.

The vehicles are each equipped with a Glock Audio public address system,
distinctive audible sirens and blue flashing lights. A high intensity light bar is
fitted to the front of the cab above the windscreen. The Glock Audio Public Address
Systemn allows prerecorded police warning messages to be given a crowd but can
also be used for ad-hoc messages when required.

Remaovable protection for the front windscreen and side windows is available.
Although the windscreen and side windows are ballistic glass the cuter face can
crack easily if struck by stones or other missiles and may obscure vision. These
screens can be removed at the discretion of the vehicle commander.

RCV?000 vehicles are surprisingly manoeuvrable for their size and weight and are
now restricted to 40 mph. The RCY?000 water cannon vehicles are categorised
as LGV Class 'C’ and are therefore restricted by Road Traffic legislation to 5émph
under normal circumstances. A Drivers Authorisation Card with Category 1
authorisation is required. Due to their size and weight, water carmon should
normally be deployed at least in pairs to provide mutual support and immediate
recovery capability in the event of a mechanical failure. Each vehicle is equipped
with a rigid tow bar and front and rear tow hooks. In the event of a breakdown
under operational conditions, the water cannon crews and supporting police must
endeavour to get the vehicle into a relatively safe position.

Servicing, maintenance and repair of RCY?000 vehicles has been contracted out to
a reputable service agent in the Belfast area who also operate a recovery service
for these vehicles this is done by the contractor also.

3
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In the event of a breakdown, PSNI Incident Coordinator Centre should be
contacted with full details of the nature of the breakdown and condition of the
vehicle and the precise location. ICC will in turn contact the relevant call-out
recovery/puncture service and obtain an estimated time of arrival and pass this to
the originating station.

Summary of Dimensions and Weights:

Maximum Height 3,%70mm
Maximum Width 2,500mm [includes mirrors|
Maximum Length 8,870mm

Deployment and Use

15.10

15.11

15.12

PE &4/21

Water cannon vehicles will be deployed and used only when properly authorised
by appropriate officers, in accordance with the guidance in The Mational Police
Chief Council [NPCC] of England, Wales and Northern Ireland National Guidelines
on the Deployment and Use of Water Cannon as outlined in the National Public
Order Training Curriculum, Water Cannon in Public Order, Medule E4. In order to
ensure that Officers engaged in Water Cannon duties are competent and capable
they must have attended refresher training within the last 3 years unless there are
extenuating circumstances.

The availability of water cannon is intended to provide police commanders with a
broader range of public order tactical options that might reduce reliance on, or
defer resort to AEPs, and is in keeping with Recommendation 70 of the report of
the Independent Commissicn on Policing for Northern Ireland [Patten Report].
The deployment and use of water cannon will be informed by reference to the
MPCC Mational Decision Model [see Introduction).

The use of water cannon, as with any application of force, must be lawful,
proportionate and necessary. To this end, water cannon must be authorised
for deployment and for use by the relevant command levels. A record of each
deployment should contain the following details:

= Justification for the deployment.
* (Objective to be achieved through deployment.
* The mode of use.

* The conseguences of the mode of use.
*  The effectiveness of achieving the stated objective.

An electronic use of force monitoring form will be submitted when water cannon
are operationally deployed/used [see Chapter 3 - Reporting Use of Force).

5
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3. Considerations for Deployment and use of Water Cannon

a) Certain considerations such as the following should also be considered

+ Displacement of risk

+ Exit routes

E4 Water Cannon v.1.1
RESTRICTED 04/07/2012

RESTRICTED
College of Policing

+ Crowd response

+ Public perception

b) As with the use of any vehicle in areas where there is a large crowd of
people there is a risk that moving the vehicle could result in a collision and
injure individuals. The provision and of use the public address system,
distinctive audible sirens and blue flashing lights system will provide a

means to warn persons present of impending use

c) The ability to discharge jets of water in differing modes and at varying
pressures is a unique characteristic of water cannon representing a use of

force option that may be considered appropriate in a wide range of situations.

d) The Water cannon is intended to be a less lethal use of force option. The
method of delivery and use is intended to avoid causing serious or permanent
injury. However as with any use of force there is a potential for unintended

or unforeseen injuries being caused. In respect of water cannon the following



potentials for injury have been identified :-

+ Direct injury from water jet. In particular the application of two jets on
individuals will increase the risk to subjects.

+ Running, tripping or falling when trying to evade water cannon.

+ Being pushed onto hard sharp objects or glazing by the force of the
jets (Tertiary Impact).

+ Being knocked off walls or other high positions.

+ Secondary missiles being propelled from the ground or dislodged from

buildings or other structures.

e) Training will address these considerations and other potential risks from: -

+ Jets directed at the ground in front of crouching/sitting persons where
there may be debris on the ground;

+ Jets striking the head, even peripherally;

+ Jets striking, even peripherally, persons using optical equipment or

with the equipment (cameras etc) directly;

E4 Water Cannon v.1.1
RESTRICTED 04/07/2012



