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U.S. Department of Justice

1V NAaD]

Civil Rights Division
. . .‘ . Special Litigation Section - PHB
CL:JV:CH:CB:ES:MC ggapinn;i;iaAieffVW
DJ: 207-42-6 Washington DC 20530

September 23, 2014

Chief Thomas Jackson
Police Chief

City of Ferguson

222 S. Florissant Road
Ferguson, MO 63135

Re: Ferguson Police Department Investigation: Officer Name Plates

Dear Chief Jackson:

When we met at the outset of our investigation, we noted that, where appropriate, we
would inform you of any concerns that we discovered during our investigation that warrant your
immediate attention. During our time in Ferguson, we have observed that some Ferguson police
officers were not wearing name plates. We also have heard numerous complaints that Ferguson
police officers do not wear name plates, indicating that our observations are not aberrational.

We have reviewed Ferguson Police Department’s General Order 214.00, Uniforms,
Equipment, and Appearance (January 3, 2012), which indicates that officers are issued “name
plates” with their first initial and last name, and requires that officers wear a “name tag,” bearing
their first initial and last name on both their uniform shirt and jacket. This policy also requires
that supervisors inspect personnel daily, and periodically require personnel to produce all
Department-issued property for inspection. Officers found not in conformity with this policy
may be subject to disciplinary action.

Officers wearing name plates while in uniform is a basic component of transparency and
accountability. It is a near-universal requirement of sound policing practices and required under
some state laws. Allowing officers to remain anonymous when they interact with the public
contributes to mistrust and undermines accountability. The failure to wear name plates conveys
a message to community members that, through anonymity, officers may seek to act with
impunity. Further, the lack of name plates makes it difficult or impossible for members of the
public to identify officers if they engage in misconduct, or for police departments to hold them
accountable.



2
We urge you to explain to officers the importance of General Order 214.00 and to begin
enforcing it immediately. Please let us know at your earliest convenience whether you intend to
do so.

Our investigation is ongoing and we will provide a complete report of our findings when
it is complete. We are writing this interim letter regarding this specific, easily remedied
problem, to allow the City of Ferguson and its police department to immediately correct a
practice that is at odds with principles of constitutional policing, and that engenders deep distrust
among the very people whose trust police most need to effectively fight crime and protect public
safety.

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have questions.

Sincerely,

<

Christy’E. Lopez

Deputy Chief

Special Litigation Section

Civil Rights Division

United States Department of Justice

cc: John Shaw
Ferguson City Manager

Stephanie Karr ‘
City Attorney
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% Die
Bundesregierung

Restructuring of the Federal Police Act

Rules for greater citizen orientation and
transparency

The Federal Cabinet has approved the draft law for restructuring the Federal
Police Act.

Mittwoch, 20. Dezember 2023  (® 2 Min. Lesedauer

Federal police officers check a traveller’s paperwork on a train.

Barrierefreie Beschreibung anzeigen

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/service/archiv/more-citizen-orientation-2250572 1/3
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Federal police officers check a traveller’s paperwork as part of an entry check
on a train.

Foto: picture alliance/dpa/Daniel Karmann

More than 50,000 federal police officers are committed to keeping people
safe in our country. The tasks and legal status of the federal police force are
regulated by the Federal Police Act. However, large parts of the Federal
Police Act that is currently in effect were drawn up in 1994, before chat
groups or social media existed. A lot has changed since then. The tasks of the
police have also increased and become more diverse, as have the technical
possibilities.

Comprehensive modernisation

In order to do justice to the federal police force’s huge range of tasks, the
Federal Government has adjusted the Federal Police Act to contemporary
needs. A draft law to this effect was adopted in the Federal Cabinet today.
Police law will therefore be comprehensively modernised and restructured.

In addition, the draft law provides for the implementation of the
specifications made by the Federal Constitutional Court in its ruling of 20
April 2016 concerning federal criminal law (1 BvR 966/09, 1 BvR 1140/09), as
well as an EU Directive (EU 2016/680).

Police check confirmation to counteract racial
profiling

The new law is designed to improve trust in the work of security agencies
while at the same time increasing citizen orientation and transparency.

To this end, federal police staff will be required to issue confirmation that a
police check was carried out, if requested by the person in question. The

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/service/archiv/more-citizen-orientation-2250572 2/3
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confirmation must include the place, time and reason for the person’s details
being checked. The goal is to prevent discriminatory police checks and
improve the legal position of affected individuals by making the reason and
procedure of a check more transparent.

Identification obligation for law enforcement
officers

The reform of the Federal Police Act also provides for a legitimisation and
identification obligation on the part of the federal police’s law enforcement
officers. A sequence of digits allows for officers to be identified, albeit only
by competent authorities.

Simplifying exposure of breaches of duty

Facilitating identification in this way is to make it easier to expose crimes or
breaches of duty committed by uniformed law enforcement officers in
future. At the same time, it will be possible to avoid officers who are acting
legitimately becoming the subject of investigations.

Prospective officers are also to undergo an additional simple security
clearance procedure in future. This has been voluntary up to now.

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/service/archiv/more-citizen-orientation-2250572 3/3
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